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Let’s begin with defining what a Christian is.  To define this, I have provided an article from the 
website called, “Got Questions. 

Question: "What is a Christian?" 

Answer: A dictionary definition of a Christian would be something similar to “a person professing 
belief in Jesus as the Christ or in the religion based on the teachings of Jesus.” While this is a good 
starting point, like many dictionary definitions, it falls somewhat short of really communicating 
the biblical truth of what it means to be a Christian. The word “Christian” is used three times in 
the New Testament Acts 11:26  26 And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So 
it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. 
And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.; 26:28  28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, 
“You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”; 1 Peter 4:16  16 Yet if anyone suffers as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter. Followers of Jesus 
Christ were first called “Christians” in Antioch (Acts 11:26) because their behavior, activity, and 
speech were like Christ. The word “Christian” literally means, “belonging to the party of Christ” 
or a “follower of Christ.” 

Unfortunately, over time, the word “Christian” has lost a great deal of its significance and is often 
used of someone who is religious or has high moral values but who may or may not be a true 
follower of Jesus Christ. Many people who do not believe and trust in Jesus Christ consider 
themselves Christians simply because they go to church or they live in a “Christian” nation. But 
going to church, serving those less fortunate than you, or being a good person does not make 
you a Christian. Going to church does not make you a Christian any more than going to a garage 
makes you an automobile. Being a member of a church, attending services regularly, and giving 
to the work of the church does not make you a Christian. 

The Bible teaches that the good works we do cannot make us acceptable to God. Titus 3:5 says, 
“He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved 
us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” So, a Christian is someone who 
has been born again by God (John 3:3; John 3:7; 1 Peter 1:23) and has put faith and trust in Jesus 
Christ. Ephesians 2:8 tells us that it is “…by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”  

A true Christian is a person who has put faith and trust in the person and work of Jesus Christ, 
including His death on the cross as payment for sins and His resurrection on the third day. John 
1:12 tells us, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God.” The mark of a true Christian is love for others and obedience to 
God’s Word (1 John 2:4, 10). A true Christian is indeed a child of God, a part of God’s true family, 
and one who has been given new life in Jesus Christ. 
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The Bible 

I. Introduction 

SOMEONE has called The Holy Bible the Divine Library and this is a true statement. Although we 
think of the Bible as one book, yet it is made up of sixty-six (66) separate books. 
 
These books, beginning with Genesis and ending with Revelation, are divided into two main 
sections. The first section is called the old testament that contains 39 books. The second section 
is the New testament and it has 27 books.  

At the beginning of each Bible is an index which lists the names of the books, and tells the page 
number on which each book begins. 

II. Who wrote the _______________________  

From the human standpoint the Bible was written by not less than 36 authors over a period of 
about 1600 years. But the important thing to remember is that these men wrote under the direct 
control of God. God guided them in writing the very words. This is what we mean by inspiration. 
The following scriptures clearly teach that Bible is inspired by God. 

21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but [a]holy men of God spoke as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21 

16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. II Timothy 3:16-17. 

Thus the Bible is the word of God. It is not enough to say that the Bible contains the word of God. 
This might imply that parts of it are inspired and parts are not. Every part of the Bible is inspired. 
All scripture is given by inspiration of God. 

Another important point to remember is that the Bible is the only written revelation which God 
has given to man. In the last chapter of the Bible, God warns men against adding to the Bible or 
taking away from it. 

18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone 
adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 
and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book. Revelation 22:18-19.  
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III. What is the _______________________ of the Bible? 

Although the Bible is made up of sixty-six books, yet it has one main subject. Christ is the grand 
theme of scripture. The Old Testament contains many predictions, or prophecies, concerning 
Christ. The New testament tells of his coming. 

IV. What does the Bible _______________________? 

The Bible is the record of the world from the beginning of time until the future when there will 
be a new heaven and a new Earth.  

Genesis tells of the creation of the world, the entrance of sin, the flood, and the beginning of the 
nation of Israel. From Exodus to Esther we have the history of Israel up to about 400 years before 
the birth of Christ. The books from Job to the song Solomon contain wonderful poetry and 
wisdom. The rest of the Old Testament, from Isaiah to Malachi is prophetic---- that is, these books 
contain messages from God to Israel concerning its present condition and its future destiny.  

The New Testament opens with four gospels, each of which presents the life of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Acts tells the story of the Christian movement and its infancy in the life of the great apostle 
Paul. From Romans to Jude, we find letters to churches and individuals, concerning the great 
truths of Christian faith and practical instruction concerning the Christian Life. Revelation gives 
us a glimpse into the future, ---to events that will yet take place in heaven, on earth, and in hell. 

V. Conclusion 

“This book contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners 
and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are 
true, and its decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise, believe it to be saved, and practice it to 
be holy. It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. It is the 
travelers map the, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s charter. Here 
Paradise is restored, heaven opened, and the gates of hell disclosed. Christ is its grand subject, 
our good its design, and the glory of God its end. Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. It is a 
mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure. It will reward the greatest labor, and 
condemn all who trifle with its sacred contents. It is the Book of books--- God’s book--- the 
revelation of God to man.” 
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God 

NO GREATER SUBJECT can occupy the mind than the study of God and of man’s relationship to 
him. 

I.  The _______________________ of God 
 

1. The Bible does not seek to prove the existence of God. The fact that there is a God is 
assumed throughout the scriptures. The first verse of the Bible is an example. “In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the Earth” (Genesis 1:1). God’s existence is 
presented as a statement of fact that needs no proof. The man who says that there is no 
God is called a fool in Psalms 14:1 (The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, They have done abominable works, There is none who does good.). 

2. However, even apart from the Bible, there are certain evidences for the existence of God. 
(1) Mankind has always believed in a universal being. (2) Creation must have a creator. 
The universe could not have originated without a cause. (3) The wonderful design which 
we see in creation demands an infinite designer. (4) Since man is an intelligent, moral 
being, his creator must have been of a much higher order in order to create him. 
 

II.  The _______________________ of God 
 

1. God is a Spirit. John 4:24 - 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship 
in spirit and truth”.  This means that God does not have a body. He is invisible. 
However, he can reveal himself to man in visible form. In the person of Jesus Christ, 
God came into the world in a body of flesh.  John 1:14, 18 - 14 And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 18 No one has seen God at any 
time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 
Colossians 1:15 - 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation: 
Hebrews 1:3 - 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His 
person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself 
purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 
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God is a person. Personal names are used in reference to him. Exodus 3:14 - 14 And God said to 
Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has 
sent me to you”.  Matthew 11:25- 25 At that time Jesus answered and said, “I thank You, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and 
have revealed them to babes.  Personal characteristics are ascribed to Him, such as (1) 
knowledge, Isaiah 55:9-10 - 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.10 “For as the rain 
comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not return there, But water the earth, And 
make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to the sower And bread to the eater.  (2) 
emotions, Genesis 6:6 - 6 And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He 
was grieved in His heart.) (3) and will, Joshua 3:10 - 10 And Joshua said, “By this you shall know 
that the living God is among you, and that He will without fail drive out from before you 
the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Hivites and the Perizzites and the Girgashites and the 
Amorites and the Jebusites: 

 
2. The Unity of God. Scripture clearly teaches that there is one God. I Timothy 2:5 (Read this 

verse) - 5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ 
Jesus. The false teaching that there are many gods is contrary to reason. There can only 
be one Supreme Being. 

3. The Trinity. The Bible teaches not only that there is one God, but also that there are three 
persons in the Godhead---- Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This is a mystery to the human 
mind, but although it cannot be understood, it can be believed because God’s Word says 
it is so. The word “Trinity” is not found in the Bible, but the truth is found in the following 
passages.  
• Baptism of Jesus - Matthew 16:16,17 -  16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are 

the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed 
are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My 
Father who is in heaven.”   

• The Great Commission - Matthew 28:19 - 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit,  

• The benediction of - II Corinthians 13:14 -  14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. The 
Father is called God in Romans 1:7 – 7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called 
to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Son is called God in Hebrews 1:8 - 8 But to the Son He says: “Your throne, O God, 
is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. The 
Holy Spirit is called God in Acts 5:3-4 - 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled 
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for 
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yourself? 4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not 
in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not 
lied to men but to God.” 
 

III. The _______________________ of God 

It is difficult to define God. One of the best ways is to describe certain of His qualities or 
characteristics. These are known as His attributes. 

1. God is __________________________. This means that God is present everywhere at the 
same time. Jeremiah 23:24 - 24 Can anyone hide himself in secret places So I shall not see 
him?” says the Lord; Do I not fill heaven and earth?” says the Lord.  

2. God is__________________________. In other words, he knows all things. He knows 
every thought and deed of man. Proverbs 15:3 – 3 The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 
Keeping watch on the evil and the good. He knows everything that takes place in nature, 
including the death of a sparrow, Matthew 10:29 - 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a 
copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will. 
“Though limitless the universe, and gloriously grand, He knows the eternal story of every 
grain of sand”. 

3. God is__________________________. He has all power. He created the universe, and 
now controls it by His power. There is nothing that he cannot do. Matthew 19:26 - 26 But 
Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all 
things are possible.” 

4. God is__________________________. He never had a beginning, and he will never cease 
to exist. Psalm 90:2 - 2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed 
the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, you are God. 

5. God is__________________________. I am the Lord, I change not. Malachi 3:6 -6 “For I 
am the Lord, I do not change; Therefore, you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob.  

6. God is__________________________. He is absolutely pure and sinless. He hates sin and 
loves goodness. Proverbs 15:9, 26 - 9The way of the wicked is an abomination to the 
Lord, But He loves him who follows righteousness. 26The thoughts of the wicked are an 
abomination to the Lord, But the words of the pure are pleasant. He must separate 
himself from sinners, and must punish Isaiah 59:1, 2 - 1Behold, the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 2 But your 
iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from 
you, so that He will not hear. 

7. God is__________________________. Everything he does is Right in fear. He fulfills all 
his promises. Psalm 119:137 - 137Righteous are You, O Lord, and upright are Your 
judgments. 

8. God is__________________________. Although God hates sin, yet he loves sinners. 
(Read this verse) John 3:16 - 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
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Note: In speaking to God in prayer, we use the words “Thou” and “Thee”.  The purpose of this is 
to show reverence for God. It is not proper to address him in the same way that we would speak 
to our fellow-men. 
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Man 

IF WE WANT to know the truth about man, we must turn to the Bible. “Truth is what God says 
about a thing”. The Bible tells us about man’s creation, nature, relation to other beings, his fall 
and destiny. 

I. Man’s __________________________ 

It is only natural that man should be curious about his origin. He always has been. Various 
theories have been put forth at different times by philosophers. The most modern is the theory 
of evolution which asserts that man’s ancestors are the lower animals. 

but the Bible tells us in the beginning God created the heavens and the Earth God created man. 
Genesis 1:1, 27 – 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 27 So God created 
man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 

God says concerning His creature man, “I have created him for my glory, I have formed him: yea, 
I have made him”. Isaiah 43:7 - 7 Everyone who is called by My name, Whom I have created for 
My glory; I have formed him, yes, I have made him.” So the old question, “What is the chief end 
of man?”  is properly answered, “The chief end of man is to glorify God”. 

II. Man's __________________________ 

Anyone who has witnessed a deathbed understands vividly that man has a physical body and also 
a soul or spirit. At one moment the person is alive. . . the next he is gone. Yet his body is still 
there. But the life principle has departed; a dead body remains. Man is not merely a body, but 
also is or has a soul and Spirit. The Bible teaches us that man exist as a three-fold being: body, 
soul and Spirit (I Thessalonians 5:23 - 23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you 
completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  While it is hard for us to distinguish between soul and spirit, since both are 
in the contrast with the physical body, the Bible shows that there is a difference. Animals have a 
body and soul, but no spirit. A man has body, soul and spirit. 

The soul distinguishes a living being from a dead one, but the spirit distinguishes a man from an 
animal. The spirit of man makes it possible for him to have communion or fellowship with God. 
The soul is the seat of the emotions and passions, while the term Spirit includes our ability to 
know and reason. Man is responsible to God and it is his greatest duty to find out what God wants 
him to do, then do it. 

III. Man's __________________________Will 

There are other beings in the universe which God has created. These are angels or spirits. They 
do not have human body or soul. They are mightier than we are. They were also created to serve 
God, but since they have a free will, some of them fell into the sin of disobedience. 
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God could have made a number of machines to do His will mechanically. Instead he chose to 
create beings who could, if they wished, serve Him voluntarily and love him freely. We can quite 
understand why he would desire to have it so. A man could get protection for his house by means 
of a burglar alarm system. But there is something about a dog which draws out our affections in 
a way no machine ever could. 

IV. Man's __________________________ 

When God created free beings, able to do His will or refuse to do so, He must have known that 
some would choose the wrong way. And so it turned out. A great angel called Lucifer, now known 
as Satan, decided to set his will in opposition to God’s. He was immediately cast out of heaven, 
and many other Angels were cast out with him. From that time on, Satan has sought to hinder 
the plans of God in every possible way. When man was created with a free will, Satan immediately 
planned to tempt him from the path of obedience. God had warned man, but Satan succeeded 
only too well in drawing him into sin as well. The well-known story is found in Genesis 3 – 1 

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. 
And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the 
garden; 3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall 
not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  4 Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will 
not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its 
fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves coverings. 8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden. 9 Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, 
“Where are you?” 10 So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I 
was naked; and I hid myself.” 11 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?” 12 Then the man 
said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.” 13 And 
the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, 
You are cursed more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you 
shall go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity Between you 
and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall 
bruise His heel.” 
16 To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; In pain you 
shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” 
17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten 
from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground 
for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. 18 Both thorns and thistles it 
shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the field. 19 In the sweat of your face you 
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shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; 
For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.” 20 And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because 
she was the mother of all living. 21 Also for Adam and his wife the Lord God made tunics of skin, 
and clothed them. 22 Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to 
know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, 
and live forever”— 23 therefore the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground 
from which he was taken. 24 So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of 
the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree 
of life. 

 
Now God, as the moral Governor of the universe, cannot tolerate in His presence any being who 
deliberately disobeys his commands. This is why Satan was cast out of heaven when he defied 
God’s will. The same treatment was necessary for man, and so, Adam was driven from the 
presence of God.  

Adam’s nature has been passed on to every member of the human race. We are all born with a 
tendency to sin. This nature responds to temptation from without and so we yield and grievously 
sin. 

V. Man’s __________________________ 

Just as the Bible tells us of man’s origin, as coming from the hand of God; and a man’s shameful 
fall and the consequent separation from God; so it faithfully tells us that every man, woman and 
child will someday stand before God as his Judge. The fact of death is so common that everyone 
understands that inevitable end of every man. But the Bible adds, “After this the judgement”.  
God has created man and revealed to him his will. God will absolutely hold every person 
responsible for everything he has done. This life is primarily a preparation for the next one. Man 
does not die like the animal. His Spirit must go to God, his creator and Judge. 
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Sin 

I.  What is Sin? 

NO ONE can read the Bible very much without realizing that a great deal of attention is given to 
the subject of sin, its cause and cure.  We often think of sin in connection with crime and murder.  
But sin the Bible refers to anything short of God’s perfection.  In Romans 3:23, we read, “All have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  The “glory of God” includes the thought of absolute 
perfection.  Sin is therefore falling short of the mark.  All men are guilty of this.  

Sin is also spoken of in the Bible in the following ways: 

1. Breaking the law of God.  Romans 5:13 – 13 (For until the law sin was in the world, 
but sin is not imputed when there is no law.  

2. Rebellion against God, or lawlessness.  I John 3:4 - 4 Whoever commits sin also 
commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 

3. Moral impurity.  Psalm 32:5 - 5 I acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity I have 
not hidden. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” And You forgave 
the iniquity of my sin. Selah.  Evil thoughts are sinful, as well as evil deeds.  Matthew 
5:28 - 28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. 
 

II.  The __________________________of Sin 

The first recorded instance of sin took place in heaven.  The angel Lucifer became ambitious 
to be equal with God.  Isaiah 14:12-14 - 12“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the 
morning! How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations! 13 For you have 
said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will 
also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; 14 I will ascend 
above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High’.  For this sin of pride, he was cast 
out of heaven, and became the one whom the Bible elsewhere describes as the devil or Satan. 

 
The first instance of sin on earth is described in the Third Chapter of Genesis.  It took place in the 
Garden of Eden.  God forbade Adam and Eve to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil.  They disobeyed God and ate the forbidden fruit.  They then became sinners. 

III.  The __________________________of Sin 
 

1. As soon as the parents of the human race sinned, they became conscious of the fact that 
they were naked, and they tried to hide from God.  Genesis 3:10 - 10 So he said, “I heard 
Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 

2. The penalty of sin is death.  Adam became spiritually dead the moment he sinned.  By this 
we mean that he became separated from God, and banished from God’s presence.  He 
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also became subject to physical death.  Although he did not die immediately, his body 
was doomed to die eventually. 

3. Adam’s sinful nature was passed on to all the human race.  Every child born of sinful 
parents is a sinner by birth.  Thus Adam’s oldest son, Cain, was a murderer.  Because all 
men are born sinners, they are all dead spiritually, and are all doomed to die physically 
someday.  (Read Romans 5:12-15 carefully at this point) - 12 Therefore, just as through 
one man, sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all 
men, because all sinned— 13 (For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed 
when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 
those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who 
is a type of Him who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the 
one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of 
the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. 16 And the gift is not like that which 
came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense 
resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in 
justification. 17 For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much 
more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign 
in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore, as through one man’s 
offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so 
through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification 
of life. 

4. Man’s sin brought God’s curse upon all creation. Thorns and thistles, for instance, are an 
evidence of this.  Other evidences are mentioned in (Genesis 3:14-19 - 14 So he Lord God 
said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, You are cursed more than all cattle, 
And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall go, And you shall eat 
dust All the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, 
And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise 
His heel.” 16 To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your 
conception; In pain you shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be for your husband, 
And he shall rule over you.” 17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the 
voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, 
‘You shall not eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All 
the days of your life. 18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall 
eat the herb of the field. 19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return 
to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, 
And to dust you shall return.” 

5. Sin needs no proof as long as we have prisons, hospitals, and funeral parlors.  Tears, 
sickness, sorrow, pain and death are some of the results of sin. 

 
IV.  The __________________________of Sin 

“The wages of sin is death”.  Romans 6:23 - 23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  God has pronounced the penalty of sin as 
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being death.  We have already seen that this means spiritual death and physical death.  This 
penalty must be paid.  God must punish sin.   

As long as a man lives in his sins, he is dead spiritually and is facing physical death.  If he is still 
in his sins when he dies, he is subject to eternal death.  This means that he will be forever 
banished from God and will suffer for his sins in the lake of fire.  This is the second death 
spoken of in Revelation 20:14 – 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This 
is the second death. The Remedy for Sin 

God has provided a remedy so that men do not need to suffer everlasting punishment for 
their sins.  He sent His Son in the world to provide a way of escape for man.  The Lord Jesus 
Christ was born of the Virgin Mary.  He did not inherit Adam’s sinful nature.  He was the only 
sinless man who ever lived.  On the Cross of Calvary, He willingly suffered the penalty of sin, 
and satisfied all God’s holy demands.  Since the penalty of sin has been met, God can now 
give eternal life to every sinner who confesses the fact that he is a sinner and receives the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior.  (This will be more fully explained in the lessons on 
the New Birth and Salvation). 

When a person trusts in Christ, he is saved from the penalty and power of sin.  This does not 
mean that he no longer commits sin.  But it does mean that all his sins past, present and 
future, have been forgiven, that he will never be judged for them, and that he has power to 
live for God instead of for the pleasures of sin. 
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Christ 

THIS LESSON concerns the Lord Jesus Christ ------ the central theme of Holy Scripture. We shall 
consider His deity, His incarnation, His work and His offices. 

I.  His __________________________ 

The deity of Christ means that Christ is God.  Scripture clearly teaches this important fact in 
the following ways: 

1.  The attributes of God are used in speaking of Christ. 
a. His__________________________. Christ has no beginning.  John 17:5 - 5 And 

now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had 
with You before the world was. 

b. His__________________________.He is with His servants everywhere.  
Matthew 28:20 - 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.”  Amen. 

c. His__________________________.He has unlimited power.  Revelation 1:18 
- 18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. 
Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death. 

d. His__________________________.He has unlimited knowledge.  John 21:17 
– 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love 
Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love 
Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love 
You.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. 

e. His__________________________.He is “the same, yesterday, today, and 
forever.  Hebrews 13:8 – 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and 
forever. 

2. The works of God were __________________________by Christ.  
a. He created all things.  John 1:3 – 3 All things were made through Him, and 

without Him nothing was made that was made. 
b. He upholds the universe.  Colossians 1:16 – 16 For by Him all things were 

created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were 
created through Him and for Him. 

c. He raised Himself from the dead.  John 2:19 – 19 Jesus answered and said to 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 

 

 

3. The __________________________of God are given to Christ. 
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a. God the Father addresses the Son as God.  Hebrews 1:8 – 8 But to the Son He 
says: “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of 
righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. 

b. Men called Him God, and He did not refuse their worship.  John 20:28 - 28 And 
Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 

c. Demons recognized Him as God.  Mark 1:24 -24 saying, “Let us alone! What 
have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? 
I know who You are—the Holy One of God!” 

d. He declared Himself to be God.  John 10: 30 -  30 I and My Father are one.” 
 

II. His __________________________ 

By the incarnation of Christ is meant His coming into the world as a man. 

1.  The coming of Christ was predicted in the Old Testament.  Isaiah 7:14 - 14 Therefore the 
Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel. 

2. History records the birth of our Lord.  His birth was different from all other births. 
a. He was conceived by the Holy Ghost.  Luke 1:35 – 35 And the angel answered and 

said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest 
will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be 
called the Son of God.  

b. He was born of a virgin.  Matthew 1:23 – 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, 
and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, 
“God with us.”  

c. Yet He was truly man, possessing a body (Hebrews 10:5 – 5 Therefore, when He 
came into the world, He said: “Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, 
But a body You have prepared for Me), soul (Matthew 26:38 – 38 Then He said to 
them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch 
with Me.”) and spirit (Luke 23:46 – 46 And when Jesus had cried out with a loud 
voice, He said, “Father, ‘into Your hands I commit My spirit.” Having said this, He 
breathed His last. 

3. Christ came in human form in order to: 
a. Reveal the Father.  John 14:9 – 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, 

and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the 
Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

b. Put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.  Hebrews 9:26 - 26 He then would have 
had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end 
of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 

c. Destroy the works of the devil.  I John 3:8 – 8 He who sins is of the devil, for the 
devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose, the Son of God was 
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 
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Note Well:  One of the foundation truths of the Christian faith is that Jesus Christ is truly God and 
that He came into the world as a man by the miracle of virgin birth.  As a man, He was absolutely 
sinless. 

III. His __________________________ 

Under this heading, we shall discuss the Lord’s death, resurrection and ascension. 

1. His __________________________ 
a. The death of Christ was necessary.  John 3:14 - 14 And as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up: It was part 
of God’s eternal purpose.  Hebrews 10:7 – 7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come— 
In the volume of the book it is written of Me— To do Your will, O God.’ ” It was 
necessary to fulfill Old Testament prophecies.  Isaiah 53:5 – 5 But 
He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; 
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.  
It was necessary to provide salvation for man.  Ephesians 1:7 – 7 In Him we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 
His grace. 

b. The death of Christ was for others.  He died as a substitute.  I Corinthians 15:3 – 3 

For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, 

c. The death of Christ was sufficient.  It completely meets God’s claims because 
Christ endured and exhausted the judgement of God against sin.  It completely 
meets man’s need because it was the death of an Infinite Person, and therefore 
its value is infinite. 
 

2. His __________________________ 
a. The resurrection of Christ was necessary to fulfill prophecy, to complete the work 

of the Cross, (Romans 4:25 – 25 who was delivered up because of our offenses, 
and was raised because of our justification). and to enable Christ to undertake 
His present work in heaven. 

b. Christ’s resurrected body was real.  It was not a spirit.  (Luke 24:39 - 39 Behold My 
hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not 
have flesh and bones as you see I have). It was the same body which was crucified 
because it had the print of the nails and the spear wound.  (John 20:27 – 27 Then 
He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach 
your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing”). 
Yet it was a changed body, with power to overcome physical limitations. 

c. After his resurrection, Christ appeared to certain of His followers at least ten 
times.  More than five hundred reliable witnesses saw Him after He arose.  (I 
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Corinthians 15:6 – 6 After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, 
of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep.  

d. The resurrection of Christ is an important truth.  If there had been no resurrection, 
there would be no Christian faith. 

3. His __________________________ 
a. At the end of His ministry on earth, Christ was carried up into heaven.  (Mark 16:19 

– 19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, 
and sat down at the right hand of God. Acts 1:9 – 9 Now when He had spoken 
these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out 
of their sight). 

b. He ascended so that He might enter into His reward, (John 17:5 - 5 And now, O 
Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You 
before the world was.), and continue His ministry for His people. 
 

IV. His __________________________ 

Christ is presented in Scripture as a Prophet, a Priest and a King. 

1. As__________________________, He tells men what God has to say to them, and He 
thus reveals God to men.  John 1:18 – 18 No one has seen God at any time. The only 
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 

2. As__________________________, He represents believers before God.  Hebrews 
4:14-16 – 14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a 
High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted 
as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

3. As__________________________, He reigns today in the hearts of those who are loyal 
to Him.  In a coming day, He will reign upon the earth for one thousand years.  (Psalm 72 
– 1 Give the king our judgments, O God, And Your righteousness to the king’s Son. 2 He 
will judge Your people with righteousness, And Your poor with justice. 3 The mountains 
will bring peace to the people, And the little hills, by righteousness. 4 He will bring justice 
to the poor of the people; He will save the children of the needy, and will break in pieces 
the oppressor. 5 They shall fear You as long as the sun and moon endure, Throughout all 
generations. 6 He shall come down like rain upon the grass before mowing, like 
showers that water the earth. 7 In His days the righteous shall flourish, and abundance 
of peace, Until the moon is no more. 8 He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, 
And from the River to the ends of the earth. 9 Those who dwell in the wilderness will 
bow before Him, And His enemies will lick the dust. 10 The kings of Tarshish and of the 
isles Will bring presents; The kings of Sheba and Seba Will offer gifts. 11 Yes, all kings 
shall fall down before Him; All nations shall serve Him. 12 For He will deliver the needy 
when he cries, the poor also, and him who has no helper. 13 He will spare the poor and 
needy, and will save the souls of the needy. 14 He will redeem their life from oppression 
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and violence; And precious shall be their blood in His sight. 15 And He shall live; And the 
gold of Sheba will be given to Him; Prayer also will be made for Him continually, 
And daily He shall be praised. 16 There will be an abundance of grain in the earth, On 
the top of the mountains; Its fruit shall wave like Lebanon; And those of the city shall 
flourish like grass of the earth. 17 His name shall endure forever; 
His name shall continue as long as the sun. And men shall be blessed in Him; 
All nations shall call Him blessed. 18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 
Who only does wondrous things! 19 And blessed be His glorious name forever! 
And let the whole earth be filled with His glory. Amen and Amen. 20 The prayers of David 
the son of Jesse are ended.  describes His reign on earth). 
 

Then throughout eternity the Lord Jesus will continue to serve His blood-bought people. 
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The New Birth-John 3:1-21 

Introduction 

THE READER must be struck by the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, solemnly 
impressed upon a most religious and moral person named Nicodemus the absolute necessity for 
him to be born again, if he would see or enter the Kingdom of God (vs.3,5: 3 Jesus answered and 
said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God”. 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God).  The new birth is one of three great “musts” of all 
humanity.  1.  The “must” of death (II Samuel 14:14 -14 For we will surely die and become like 
water spilled on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again. Yet God does not take away 
a life; but He devises means, so that His banished ones are not expelled from Him.; Hebrews 
9:27 – 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment:).  2.  The “must 
of the judgment (Romans 14:12 – 12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God; 
Revelation 20:11-15 - 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw 
the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book 
was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by 
the things which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and 
Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one 
according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.) 
3. The “must” of regeneration, or the new birth. 
 
In view of much ignorance and misunderstanding concerning this vital matter, let us first view it 
negatively. 

I. What The New Birth Is Not. (see John 1:12, 13) - 12 But as many as received Him, to them 
He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 
1. It is not of __________________________generation or descent ----“not of blood”.  

Though one may be born of Christian parents this does not constitute him a Christian. 
2. Not of __________________________ — “will of the flesh”.  Just as a child cannot will 

itself to be born physically, so no one can produce the new birth by his own efforts. 
3. Not of __________________________— “nor of the will of man, but of God”.  No 

human being, however eminent his ecclesiastical position, can impart the new birth 
to another.  All the rites and ceremonies of any or of all organized religions can never 
produce the new birth. 
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4. Not a __________________________. Christ corrected Nicodemus’s 
misunderstanding as to this, and showed him it was a spiritual change (John 1: 4-6 -4 

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  6There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John). 

5. Not a social and __________________________ change.  The born again person is 
not suddenly translated to heaven, but continues to live on earth, but now to please 
his Lord and Savior.  (I Corinthians 7:20-24 - 20Let each one remain in the same calling 
in which he was called. 21 Were you called while a slave? Do not be concerned about 
it; but if you can be made free, rather use it. 22 For he who is called in the Lord while a 
slave is the Lord’s freedman.  Likewise, he who is called while free is Christ’s 
slave. 23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 Brethren, let 
each one remain with God in that state in which he was called. Colossians 3:22-24 - 
22Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with 
eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever 
you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord 
you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ). 

6. Not an intellectual apprehension of what it is. A person can be religiously educated, 
ordained to the ministry, and become a preacher without being born again.  There are 
many such.  Theoretically they may know its necessity, yet know nothing of it by 
experience. 

7. Not an __________________________ process.  It is not a gradual development of 
some germ of spiritual life that is within (Ephesians 2:2 – 2 in which you once walked 
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience:).  Sinners are described as 
being spiritually dead.  Life cannot be developed where it does not exist! 

8. Not a reformation or self-improvement by which outwardly bad habits are 
relinquished.  It is not a change of manners, but of the man. 

9. Not a religious belief.  It is possible to be sincere in one’s religious convictions, be 
baptized, confirmed, join the church, take communion, teach a Sunday School class, 
occupy a church office, and even be a preacher, without being born again.  The 
necessity of the new birth was stated to one of the most religious, sincere and moral 
men of his day. (John 3:1 – 1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews:). 

10. The new birth is a __________________________ (John 3:8 - 8 The wind blows where 
it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and 
where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit).  This can be brought about 
only by God (John 1:13 – 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God).  Now let us ask three questions regarding the new 
birth.  Why?  How? When?  The first one is discussed below.  The other two will be 
taken up in the next lesson. 
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II. Why Must a Person Be Born Again? 

Note John Chapter 3 verse 7, “Marvel not”- (7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again’).  The necessity for the new birth is perfectly logical and reasonable, and should 
not awaken incredulity. 

1. Because of a __________________________ that man naturally 
__________________________ (John 3:6 - 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.).  Here the word “flesh” refers to that sinful nature 
which a person receives at his physical birth.  Leave off the letter “H”, and spell it 
backwards and its meaning will be seen, i.e. “self”.  Through his son, Adam acquired a 
sinful nature, and this nature has been transmitted, by birth, to each of his descendants.  
(See Romans 5:12, 18, 19 – 12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, 
and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—, 18 

Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in 
condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, 
resulting in justification of life. 19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made 
sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.  Psalm 51:5 – 5 

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.).  The 
character of this sinful nature, called “the flesh” is described in Romans 8:5-8 – 5 For those 
who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who 
live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, 
but to be spiritually minded is life and Peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity 
against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. It is “enmity against God, not subject [or 
obedient] to the law of God”, and consequently is incapable of pleasing God.  In other 
words, man does not naturally possess a spiritual capacity which would enable him to 
either desire, understand, or enjoy the things of God.  (See I Corinthians 2:14 – 14 But the 
natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 
him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned). 
 

Just as a musical, artistic or poetic capacity can be communicated to a person only by a physical 
birth, so a spiritual capacity, by which the things of God can be appreciated, must be 
communicated to a person by a spiritual birth.  The flesh can be educated, cultivated and 
religionized; but its nature remains unchanged and unchangeable in its enmity to God and is 
incapable of pleasing God.  The new birth is the impartation of a spiritual or Divine nature, by 
which alone man can possess this spiritual capacity to understand and enjoy the things of God.   
“That which is born of the flesh is flesh”.  Like can produce only like! 

2. Because of a __________________________ that man cannot 
naturally__________________________. (See John Chapter 3 vs. 3, 5 – 3 Jesus answered 
and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God”. 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born 
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God).  What is meant here by 
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“the Kingdom of God”?  It is described as a spiritual experience.  We read, “17 for the 
kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17) Let us think of two kingdoms or spheres; one called “the 
kingdom of men”, and the other “the Kingdom of God”; or one called “the flesh” and the 
other “the spirit”.  All humanity enters the kingdom of men by a physical birth, which 
communicates to him a physical nature, which fits him for a physical sphere, peopled by 
men.  In this sphere he lives, moves and has his being.  Now how is man to be enabled to 
see the value of and enter this other sphere called the Kingdom of God?  The answer is 
surely quite obvious.  He must be born again.  Or have a spiritual birth, which will 
introduce him in this new realm.  Through this new birth he will become possessed of a 
spiritual nature which will fit him to enjoy the spiritual realities that characterize the 
Kingdom of God. 

You will notice that the marginal rendering of the words “born again” is “born from 
above”.  Physical birth is of man and the earth; spiritual birth has its origin in God and is 
from heaven.  Now read Romans 8:9 – 9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, 
he is not His. Here Paul speaks to a people who were no longer “in the flesh” as to their 
position before God; but were “in the Spirit”.  How were they translated from one 
kingdom to the other? By the Spirit of God, upon their acceptance of Christ as their Savior. 

3. Because of a __________________________ man does not naturally 
__________________________. Man, by nature, is described as being “dead in his 
trespasses and sins”; “alienated from the life of God”; as “having not life” (See Ephesians 
2:1 1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Ephesians 4:18 – 18 

having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of 
the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; I John 5:11-12 – 11 

And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 
 12 He who has the Son has [a]life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have 
life. Just as a body without physical life is declared to be physically dead, so any person 
without spiritual life is described in the Bible as being spiritually dead (See I Timothy 5:6 - 

6 But she who lives in pleasure is dead while she lives.  Luke 15:24 – 24 for this my son was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found. And they began to be merry.)  Death 
therefore means separation.  For a person to be separated from Christ, in Whom is life, is 
to be dead spiritually (John 1:4 1 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men).  How 
can this spiritual life be imparted to the spiritually dead?  Let Christ Himself answer it.   
 
Turn to (John 5:25 - 25 Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live) and 
the problem is solved.  All who hear the Son of God, receive His Word and trust Him as 
their Savior receives spiritual life, or are thus born again. (See also John 3:16 - 16 For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life; John 5:24 – 24 “Most assuredly, I say to 

mailto:info@truevisionchurch.org


 

Phone: (210) 590-4460  Fax: (210) 590-2540 
info@truevisionchurch.org | www.truevisionchurch.org 

23 
 

you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and 
shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life; John 6:47 -  47 Most 
assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.; John 10:26-28 -  26 

But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you. 27 My sheep 
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand; I John 5:13 – 
13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that 
you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the 
name of the Son of God. 
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The New Birth (cont’d) 

I. How can a Person Be Born Again? 

CHRIST INDICATES at three-fold means by which the new birth is produced. 

1. By believing the __________________________ of God.  John 3:5 – 3 Jesus answered, 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
the kingdom of God. The “water” here is the well-known symbol for the Word of God.  
(See Ephesians 5:26 – 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of 
water by the word, John 15:3 – 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have 
spoken to you; Psalm 119:9 9 How can a young man cleanse his way? 
By taking heed according to Your word.  It has no reference to baptism.  Other Scriptures 
make abundantly clear that the new birth comes through the Word of God.  (See I Peter 
1:23-25 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the 
word of God which lives and abides forever, 24 because “All flesh is as grass, And all the 
glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, and its flowers falls away, 25 

But the word of the Lord endures forever.” Now this is the word which by the gospel was 
preached to you. James 1:18 – 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of 
truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures).  Just as water when applied 
cleanses from our eyes the dirt that would otherwise obscure our vision, so the Word of 
God, when read and believed, washes from the mind of the sinner his wrong ideas of God 
and His salvation.  The entrance of God’s word brings light on man’s lost condition 
(Romans 3:10-19 - 10As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; 11 There is none 
who understands; There is none who seeks after God. 12 They have all turned aside; 
They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.” 
13 “Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced deceit”; “The 
poison of asps is under their lips”; 14 “Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness”.  
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 Destruction and  misery are in their ways; 17 And 
the way of peace they have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, 
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.); 
God’s love as seen in His provision for man’s salvation (John 3:16 - 16 For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.); and the way by which a sinner may be saved (Romans 
10:1-17 – 1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be 
saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to 
knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish 
their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 
4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 5 For Moses 
writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man who does those things 
shall live by them.” 6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do not say in 
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down from 
above) 7 or, “‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your 
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heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your mouth 
the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him 
will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the 
same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.”  14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not 
believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how 
shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? 
As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, 
Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For 
Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our report?” 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God).   
 
2. By the __________________________ of the Spirit of God.  John 3:5 – 5 Jesus 

answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God. The Holy Spirit, the third Person in the Trinity, 
was sent by Christ, on His ascension, to use the Word of God to convince men of their 
sin; to lead them to put their trust in Christ; to indwell each person on believing; to 
communicate to the believer a Divine nature, or capacity for spiritual things; and to 
guide each born-again person into all truth.  See John 16:7-15 – 7 Nevertheless I tell 
you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the 
Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. 8 And when He 
has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment: 9 of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 of righteousness, because I 
go to My Father and you see Me no more; 11 of judgment, because the ruler of this 
world is judged. 12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 
bear them now.13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you 
into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He 
will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take 
of what is Mine and declare it to you. 15 All things that the Father has are Mine. 
Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you. ; Ephesians 1:13 – 13 

In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise; 
Ephesians 4:30 – 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption; II Peter 1:3,4 – 3 as His divine power has given to 
us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who 
called us by glory and virtue,4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and 
precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust; 
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Galatians 5:22-26 – 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no 
law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become 
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 
 
As the Word of God is read or heard, the Holy Spirit applies the truth to the heart in 
convicting force, showing the sinner his lost, guilty, helpless and hopeless condition.  
He then reveals through the Word the way of salvation through faith in Christ and His 
finished work.  The moment the sinner trusts Christ He seals him, by His indwelling 
presence, as Christ’s purchased possession.  This is not a question of feeling, but of 
fact.  We do not feel the new birth. 
 

3. By faith in __________________________ Sacrifice if Christ.  See John 3:14-16 - 14 And 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 
life. 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  In these words, Christ 
made crystal clear how this new life can come to a sinner.  In answer to Nicodemus’s 
question “How can these things be?”  Christ used an incident recorded in the Old 
Testament to illustrate how the new birth could be experienced.  Now read Numbers 
21:4-9 – 4 Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go 
around the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became very discouraged on 
the way. 5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses: “Why have you 
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 
water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread.”  6 So the Lord sent fiery serpents 
among the people, and they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel died. 
7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, “We have sinned, for we have 
spoken against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord that He take away the 
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 Then the Lord said to 
Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who 
is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put 
it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the 
bronze serpent, he lived. 
 

4.  Seven words seem to sum up the incident.  Let us give it our closest and most careful 
attention, for it is Christ’s own illustration of how the sinner can be born again. 

a. Sin.  Numbers 21:5 - 5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses: 
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there 
is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread.”  Just as 
Israel sinned, so all humanity has sinned against God in thought, word and 
deed.  Romans 3:23 - 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
Numbers 21: v 6 -  6 So the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and 

mailto:info@truevisionchurch.org


 

Phone: (210) 590-4460  Fax: (210) 590-2540 
info@truevisionchurch.org | www.truevisionchurch.org 

27 
 

they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel died.  As their sin 
brought God’s merited judgement upon them, so God has revealed His wrath 
against all sin.  (See Romans 1:18 – 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress 
the truth in unrighteousness; Job 36:18 - 18 Because there 
is wrath, beware lest He take you away with one blow; For a large ransom 
would not help you avoid it; Romans 6:23 - 23 For the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord). 

b. Repentance. Numbers 21:  v. 7 - 7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and 
said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against 
you; pray to the Lord that He take away the serpents from us.” So Moses 
prayed for the people.  Israel realized, confessed, and sought pardon for their 
sin.  This is repentance, which consists of a change of mind, resulting in a 
change of attitude, which is expressed by a change of action.  God demands 
the repentance of the sinner.  (See Luke 13:3 - 3 I tell you, no; but unless you 
repent you will all likewise perish; Acts 17:31 - 31 because He has appointed 
a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom 
He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the 
dead”; Acts 20:21 - 21 testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance 
toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ; Mark 1:15 - 15 and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and 
believe in the gospel”). 

c. Revelation. Numbers 21: v. 8 - 8 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make 
a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is 
bitten, when he looks at it, shall live”.  “And the Lord said”; as God revealed 
to Moses the way of salvation for these snake-bitten Israelites, so God has 
revealed in the Bible His way of salvation for us.  (II Timothy 3;15-17 - 15 and 
that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of 
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work; Roman 
10:8-9 - 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in 
your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess 
with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised 
Him from the dead, you will be saved). 

d. Provision. Numbers 21: Vs. 8,9 - 8 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make 
a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is 
bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent, and 
put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked 
at the bronze serpent, he lived. A serpent of brass was made and lifted up on 
a pole in full view of the camp of Israel.  Now compare John 3:14 - 14 And as 
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Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up. Just as Moses lifted up the brazen serpent, so Christ must be lifted 
up on a cross to provide salvation for sin-bitten humanity.  On the cross He 
bore our sins, took our place, endured all the judgment due to our sins, and by 
His death satisfied all God’s demands against the sinner.  God has indicated 
His acceptance of the substitutionary sacrifice of His Son by raising Him from 
the dead.  (See Isaiah 53:5,6 - 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon 
Him, and by His stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
We have turned, every one, to his own way; 
And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all; I Corinthians 15:1-4 - 1 
Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, 
which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are 
saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you 
believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was 
buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures; 
Romans 5:7-8 - 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for 
a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His 
own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us). 

e. Condition. Numbers 21: v. 8 - 8 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make 
a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is 
bitten, when he looks at it, shall live”. “when he looketh”.  The fact that the 
brazen serpent was lifted up did not, of itself, save them.  Each bitten Israelite 
must look to live!  The fact that Christ has died for our sins and accomplished 
all the work needed for our salvation, will not save any sinner unless he 
personally believes on Christ, trusts Him as his own Savior, and owns Him as 
the Lord of his life. This is what our Savior meant when He said: “that 
whosoever believeth in Him…should have everlasting life”.  John 3:16 - 16 For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. Just as the bitten 
Israelites were not asked to pray, resolve, pay or do good works to merit 
salvation, so sinners are urged to own their need and trust wholly in the work 
of Christ, and receive Him by faith as their own personal Savior.  See John 1:12 
- 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, to those who believe in His name: Acts 13:38-39 38 Therefore 
let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man is preached to you 
the forgiveness of sins; 39 and by Him everyone who believes is justified from 
all things from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses ; 
Ephesians 2:8-9 - 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone 
should boast. 

f. Result. Numbers 21: v. 9 - 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a 
pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the 
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bronze serpent, he lived. “he lived”.  The moment a bitten Israelite (who was 
as good as dead) looked, he received new life.  He was, as it were, born again!  
So the moment a guilty, lost sinner believes the gospel that Christ died for his 
sins, and definitely accepts Him as his own Savior, he receives spiritual or 
eternal life, is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, becomes a partaker of a Divine nature, 
and is thus born from above, or regenerated.  This is the new birth, which 
Christ declared was absolutely essential to seeing and entering the Kingdom 
of God. 
 

II. __________________________ Can a Person Be Born Again? 

The answer to this can be obtained by consulting your watch! The new birth takes place the 
moment a guilty sinner looks to Christ and trusts Him as his Lord and Savior.  Why not, just where 
you are, and as you are, cease from your own efforts to save yourself, and trust in the Person and 
rest in the work of the Son of God, who did it all for you.  (See II Corinthians 6:1,2 - 1 We 
then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in 
vain. 2 For He says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you, and in the day of salvation I have 
helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation); Hebrews 
4:7 - 7 again He designates a certain day, saying in David, “Today,” after such a long time, as it 
has been said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts”) 

 
  Come as a sinner, and trust now in Christ, 
     Who bore thy sins and shame; 
  Then, by the Spirit of God through the Word, 
      Thou shalt be born again! 
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Salvation 

CLOSELY LINKED with the subject of the new birth is that of salvation.  The former concerns itself 
principally with the necessity, source and nature of the spiritual life all men need from God; the 
latter emphasizes the delivering effects and scope of God’s provision in Christ.  We shall think of 
seven things in connection with salvation. 

I. Its Definition 

The word simply means __________________________. It is commonly used to describe the act 
by which a person is delivered from a danger which threatens him.  We speak of a person being 
“saved” from drowning, or from a burning building, or from a sinking ship.  In each case, three 
things are taken for granted.  (1) The person to be saved was in danger of death. (2) Someone 
saw his peril and went to his rescue.  (3) The rescuer was successful in his mission and delivered 
the person from his perilous plight, and this “saved” him.  The words; “save”, “saved”, “Savior”, 
and “salvation” occur very many times in the Bible and have exactly the same meaning in a 
spiritual sense. 

II. Its Necessity 

The necessity for God’s salvation is due to two facts which each person must face. 

1. The fact of man’s __________________________. We have already discussed in our 
previous lesson, the spiritual condition of all men by nature, and we pointed out that each 
human being comes into the world possessed of a sinful nature that constitutes him a 
sinner by birth.  This sinful nature, in time, is evidenced by sinful thoughts, words, deed 
and attitude of enmity to God.  The Bible makes his abundantly clear.  Read Romans 5:12, 
18-19 - 12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through 
sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—: 18 Therefore, as through one 
man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so 
through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification 
of life. 19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one 
Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.; Romans 6:16 - 16 Do you not know 
that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom 
you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 
Romans 8:5-8 - 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to 
be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the 
carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can 
be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. Genesis 6:5 - 5 Then 
the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.; 
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 Ephesians 2:1-3 - 1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in 
which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among 
whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others; II 
Corinthians 4:3,4 - 3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing, 4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them; 
Isaiah 53:6 - 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own 
way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all; Jeremiah 17:9 - 9 
“The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it?; 
Mark 7:20-23 - 20 And He said, “What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. 21 For from 
within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders, 22 thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil 
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within and defile a 
man”; Romans 1:21-32 - 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as 
God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of 
the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-
footed animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, 
in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who 
exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather 
than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them up 
to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against 
nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their 
lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in 
themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 28 And even as they did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those 
things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, 
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-
mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, 
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, 
unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that 
those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but 
also approve of those who practice them. ; Romans 3:19-23 - 19 Now we know that 
whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may 
be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds 
of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.  21 
But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by 
the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus 
Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God.  It will be evident to all from these scriptures that man is: 
(1) A sinner, needing forgiveness.  (2) Lost, needing to be found. (3) Doomed, needing 
deliverance.  (4) Guilty, needing pardon.  (5) Spiritually dead, needing life. (6) Blind, 
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needing illumination. (7) A slave, needing liberation.  Man is thus utterly helpless to save 
himself. 

2. The fact of God’s __________________________. God is holy, and must punish sin.  He 
will “by no means clear the guilty” (Exodus 34: 6-7 – 6 And the Lord passed before him 
and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 
abounding in goodness and truth, 7 keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children and the children’s children to the third and the fourth generation.”  
He has revealed His hatred of sin, and His sentence against all who die in their sins.  See 
John 8:21, 24 – 21 Then Jesus said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek 
Me, and will die in your sin. Where I go you cannot come.” 24 Therefore I said to you that 
you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins”; 
Mark 9:43-48 - 43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter 
into life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall 
never be quenched— 44 where ‘Their worm does not die 
And the fire is not quenched.’ 45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better 
for you to enter life lame, rather than having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire 
that shall never be quenched— 46 where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is not 
quenched.’ 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter 
the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell 
fire— 48 where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’; Luke 16:22-31 - 
22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. 
The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up 
his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 “Then he cried and said, 
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham 
said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise 
Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 26 And besides all 
this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from 
here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’ 27 “Then he said, ‘I beg you 
therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, 28 for I have five 
brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of 
torment.’ 29 Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear 
them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they 
will repent.’ 31 But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead’”; Jude 11-12 – 11 Woe to them! 
For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam for 
profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 12 These are spots in your love feasts, while 
they feast with you without fear, serving only themselves. They are clouds without 
water, carried about by the winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled 
up by the roots; Revelation 20:11-15 – 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who 
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no 
place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books 
were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead 
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were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the 
books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up 
the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his 
works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.  
The obvious conclusion is: Since man is a sinner, and God is righteous; the sinner needs 
to be delivered or saved from the penalty of his sins.  His cry should be: “what must I do 
to be saved?” (Acts 16: 30, 31 – 30 And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I 
do to be saved?” 31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, 
you and your household”). 
 

III. Its Provision 

The Gospel is the good news that God in wondrous grace has abundantly provided this salvation 
through the Person and the work of His Beloved Son.  Two things are clearly taught. 

1.  Christ came to be the __________________________ of sinners.  Matthew 1:21 – 21 And 
she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people 
from their sins.”. The Son of God, equal and eternal with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
became incarnate in order to provide salvation.  John 3:16, 17 –16 For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.17 For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved; Mark 10:45 – For 
even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many”; Matthew 9:12,13 – 12 When Jesus heard that, He said to them, “Those 
who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 But go and learn 
what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners, to repentance”; John 10:11, 15-18 – 11 “I am the good shepherd. 
The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.; 15 As the Father knows Me, even so I 
know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 16 And other sheep I have which 
are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will 
be one flock and one shepherd. 17 “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down 
My life that I may take it again. 18 No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have 
received from My Father”. 

2. Through Christ’s __________________________ and __________________________, 
this salvation has been provided, to God’s complete satisfaction. As Christ willingly hung 
upon the cross, He assumed the full liability of our guilt and sin, bore our sins in His own 
body, and died as a substitutionary sacrifice on behalf of sinners.  All God’s judgment 
against sin fell on Him, and all God’s righteous claims against the sinner were fully satisfied 
by Christ’s death on our behalf.  God indicated His complete acceptance of this sacrifice 
of Christ by raising Him from the dead and seating Him at His own right hand.   
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(Read I Corinthians 15:4 – 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures; II Corinthians 5:21 – 21 For He made Him who knew no 
sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him; I Peter 2:24 
– 24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, 
might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.; Isaiah 53:5 – 5 But 
He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.; Romans 
5:6-9 – 6 For when we were still without strength,  in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man 
someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him; Acts 4:10-12 – 10 let it 
be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands 
here before you whole. 11 This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which 
has become the chief cornerstone.’ 12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved”; Acts 5:31 – 31 

Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to 
Israel and forgiveness of sins; Acts 17:31 – 31 because He has appointed a day on 
which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man Whom He has ordained. He 
has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead”). 
 

IV. Its Condition 

Since Christ has accomplished, by the sacrifice of Himself, all the work needed for the sinner’s 
salvation, what must the sinner do in order to experience this salvation? 

1. He must__________________________. Repentance consists simply of a change of mind 
which results in a change of attitude toward sin, self, the Savior and salvation; which, in 
turn, is evidenced by a change of action.  Read Luke 13:3 – 3 I tell you, no; but unless you 
repent you will all likewise perish; Acts 17:31 – 31 because He has appointed a day on 
which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man Whom He has ordained. He 
has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead”; Acts 20:21 – 21 testifying 
to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The sinner’s indifference will give place to an earnest desire for salvation; his pride 
to humility; his self-satisfaction to a frank confession of his helpless, hopeless and hell-
deserving condition. 

2. He must __________________________ the gospel, or the testimony of God concerning 
the Person and work of Christ.  (See I John 5:9-10 – 9 If we receive the witness of men, the 
witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God Which He has testified of His 
Son. 10 He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not 
believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God 
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has given of His Son).  As a lost and guilty sinner he must believe that Christ died for him, 
individually; that Christ bore his sins, took his place and, by His death, accomplished all 
the work needed for his salvation (Romans 4:5 – 5 But to him who does not work but 
believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness,). 

3. He must __________________________ the Lord Jesus Christ, by a definite act of his will 
as his own personal Savior, henceforth to own Him as the supreme Lord of His life (John 
1:12 -12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of 
God, to those who believe in His name; Romans 10:9,10 – 9 that if you confess with your 
mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation.; John 3:16 – 16 For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life; John 5:24 –  24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and 
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but 
has passed from death into life.; John 6:47 – 47 Most assuredly, I say to you, he who 
believes in Me has everlasting life.; Ephesians 1:13 – 13 In Him you also trusted, after you 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having 
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise).  This is the crucial act.  Will 
you not, right from your heart, say: “Lord Jesus Christ; owning myself to be a guilty, lost 
sinner; but believing that Thou didst bear my sins and die in my place on Calvary; I now 
definitely rest in Thy finished work and receive Thee as my own Savior, henceforth to own 
Thee as the Lord and Master of my life”.  This is what it means to “believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Acts 16:31 – 31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will 
be saved, you and your household.” 
 

V. Its Assurance 

How may one know, for certain, that he is saved?  We answer without any hesitation: by the 
Word of God.  God declares plainly and in black and white, that every soul trusting in His Son is 
forgiven, saved, the possessor of eternal life and secure forever.  (Read Acts 13:38 – 38 Therefore 
let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man is preached to you the forgiveness of 
sins; I John 2:12 – 12 I write to you, little children, Because your sins are forgiven you for His 
name’s sake.; Ephesians 2:8 – 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves; it is the gift of God; I Corinthians 6:11 – 11 And such were some of you. But you 
were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and 
by the Spirit of our God; I John 5:13 – 13 These things I have written to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you 
may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God; Romans 5:1 – 1 Therefore being justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ; Romans 8:1 – 1 There 
is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according 
to the flesh, but according to the Spirit;  
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John 10:27-30 – 27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My 
hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to 
snatch them out of My Father’s hand. 30 I and My Father are one.”). 

VI. Its Scope 

Salvation has a three-fold aspect: past, present and future. 

1. __________________________. Salvation from sin’s penalty, or consequences.  Since 
Christ has endured the full penalty which was due to our sins, the believer is delivered 
from its dread consequences.  (See John 5:24 – 24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who 
hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come 
into judgment, but has passed from death into life; Romans 8:1 – 1 There is therefore 
now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to 
the flesh, but according to the Spirit). 

2. __________________________. Salvation from sin’s power, or control.  Because of the 
Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence, plus the impartation of a Divine nature, the believer is 
now enabled to enjoy deliverance from the dominion of sin in his life (I Corinthians 6:19 
– 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 
whom you have from God, and you are not your own? II Peter 1: 3, 4 – 3 as His divine 
power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us 
exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust; 
Romans 6:1-14 – 1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do you 
not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk 
in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, 
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old 
man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we 
should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if 
we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, 
having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over 
Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He 
lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, 
but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present 
your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God 
as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to 
God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under 
grace). 
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This does not mean that the believer is incapable of sin; far from it, for he still possesses 
the evil nature called “the flesh”.  It does mean, however, that, in the measure that he 
avails himself of the means God has provided, sin shall not be the dominating factor in his 
life.  This present deliverance will depend on: (1) The reading and study of and obedience 
to the Word of God (II Timothy 2:15 – 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, 
a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.).  (2) The 
keeping constantly in touch with God by prayer (Hebrews 4:14-16 – 14 Seeing then that 
we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without 
sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need).  (3)  The yielding of one’s body to God for both a 
righteous and useful life (Romans 6:13 – 13 And do not present your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from 
the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.; Romans 12:1,2 – 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God.  (4) The prompt confession to God and the forsaking of all known sin (I John 1:8,9 – 
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness; Titus 2: 11-15 – 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the 
blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who 
gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for 
Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 15 Speak these things, exhort, 
and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you). 

3. __________________________. Salvation from sin’s presence, or committal.  This will 
take place at the coming of Christ, when He will raise the dead and change the living so 
that they will have bodies incapable of sin, decay and death.  This is the final aspect of 
salvation that we look for (Hebrews 9:28 – 28 so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of 
many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, 
for salvation; I Thessalonians 4:13-18 – 13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no 
hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with 
Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 
who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those 
who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise 
first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the 
Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words). 
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VII. Its Results 

These are multitudinous (Ephesians 1:3-14 – 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4  just 
as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by 
which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He made to abound toward 
us in all wisdom and prudence, 9 having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to 
His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of 
the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and 
which are on earth—in Him. 11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined 
according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12 that 
we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 
13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in 
whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is 
the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the 
praise of His glory).   
We shall select a few: 

1. Peace with God.  Romans 5:1 – 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: No longer at enmity. 

2. Acceptance before God in Christ.  Ephesians 1:6 – 6 to the praise of the glory of His 
grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 

3. Joy in God as His children.  Romans 5:10,11 – 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by his life. 11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom we have now received the atonement; Romans 8:14-17 – 14 For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of 
bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry 
out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together; Galatians 3:26 - 26 

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus: Galatians 4:7 – 7 Therefore you 
are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 

4. Living for God. II Corinthians 5:14, 15 – 14 For the love of Christ compels us, because we 
judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that those who 
live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again; 
Galatians 2:20 – 20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself for me; I Peter 4:2-5 – 2 that he no longer should live the rest 
of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 3 For we have 
spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles—when we walked in 

mailto:info@truevisionchurch.org


 

Phone: (210) 590-4460  Fax: (210) 590-2540 
info@truevisionchurch.org | www.truevisionchurch.org 

39 
 

lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. 4 In 
regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood 
of dissipation, speaking evil of you. 5 They will give an account to Him who is ready to 
judge the living and the dead. 

5. Service to God in the way of good works and testimony for Him.  Ephesians 2:10 – 10 For 
we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them; Matthew 5:16 - 16 Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven; Mark 16:15, 
16 – 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe 
will be condemned.  

6. Worship, praise and prayer unto God.  John 4:23, 24 - 23 But the hour is coming, and now 
is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is 
seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship 
in spirit and truth.”; Hebrews 10:19-22 – 19 Therefore, brethren, having boldness to 
enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He consecrated 
for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High Priest over the house of 
God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.; Hebrews 
13:15 – 15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that 
is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name; Hebrews 4:14-16 - 14 Seeing then that 
we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without 
sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need. 

7. An eternal home in heaven.  John 14:1-3 - 1 Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in 
God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be 
also; Revelation 22:1-5 – 1 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street, and on 
either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding 
its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations. 3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall 
be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name shall 
be on their foreheads. 5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the 
sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. 

 
May each reader give himself no rest until he knows, on the authority of the Word of God, that 
he is eternally saved! 
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Grace 

I. Introduction 

__________________________ with mankind at the present time are on the basis of grace.  This 
means that He shows men favor which they do not deserve. 

The word grace is found over 160 times in the Bible.  Of these occurrences, 128 are in the New 
Testament.  God is spoken of as “the God of all grace”.  I Peter 5:10 – 10 But may the God of all 
grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, 
establish, strengthen, and settle you. Christ is described as being “full of grace”.  John 1:14 – 14 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. The Holy Spirit is called “the Spirit of Grace”.  
Hebrews 10:29 – 29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy 
who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he 
was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? Thus the three person of the 
Godhead are closely linked with grace. 

II. Definition 

The word used in the Old Testament carries the meaning- “to bend or stoop in kindness to 
inferior”.  The New Testament word means – “favor, goodwill, lovingkindness”. 

The following definitions have proved helpful in explaining what grace is. 

 Grace is love displayed to unworthy objects.  God is love; but when He bestows that love 
on guilty, unclean, rebellious sinners, then it is grace. 
 Love that looks up is adoration.  Love on its own level is affection.  Love that descends is 
grace. 
 Grace is God showing nothing but love and mercy when we deserved nothing but wrath 
and judgment.  It is god bending toward us in infinite love. 
 Grace is seen in God giving heaven’s Best to save earth’s worst. 
 

III. Contrast 
Grace is not to be confused with__________________________. If man could obtain salvation 

by doing good works, then salvation would simply be his wages.  Romans 4:4-5 – 4 Now to him 
who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. 5 But to him who does not work 
but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness.  Romans 
11:6 – 6 And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But 
if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work. God does not owe 
anything to man. Salvation is a free gift. 

  
Grace is not to be confused with law.  Men are not saved by keeping the law. They are saved by 
grace.  The following will help to make this clear. 

(a) Law brings a work to do.  Grace tells of a work that is done. 
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(b) Law says, “This do and thou shalt live”. Grace says, “Live, and 
thou shalt do”. 

(c) Law says, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God”.  Grace says, “God 
so loved the world”, John 3:16 - 16 For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life, and “We love 
Him because He first loved us”.  I John 4:19 – 19 We love Him 
because He first loved us. 

(d) Law condemns the best.  Romans 3:19 – 19 Now we know that 
whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, 
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God.  Grace saves the worst. Romans 
3:24 – 24 being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus; Romans 4:5 – 5 But to him 
who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness. 

(e) Law reveals sin. Romans 3:20 – 20 Therefore by the deeds of the 
law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin. Grace reveals salvation. Titus 2:11-13 – 11 

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all 
men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the 
present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

IV. The __________________________ for Grace 
 
Man is a sinful rebel against God’s holy law (Romans 3:23 – 23 for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God; Colossians 1:21 – 21 And you, who once were alienated and 
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled).  Therefore, he deserves 
nothing but God’s judgment. 
 
Man stands __________________________ before the bar of God, having broken God’s holy 
law.  (Romans 3:19 – 19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are 
under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty 
before God.; Galatians 3:10 – 10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the 
curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are 
written in the book of the law, to do them”; James 2:10 – 10 For whoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all).  As such, he is subject to the 
curse of God. 
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Because he rejected and murdered God’s Son, man has no claim on God at all. (John 12:31-33 - 
31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 32 And I, if I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.” 33 This He said, signifying by what 
death He would die; John 3:18 - 18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does 
not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God”). 

 
V. __________________________ by Grace 

 
If man is to be saved, it must be by God’s grace.  But God is holy and He cannot overlook sin.  Sin 
must be punished.  
 
The Gospel tells us how God can save sinners by grace, and still be holy in doing so.  Christ 
suffered the wrath and judgment of God against sin.  On the basis of the work of Christ, God can 
forgive the sins of those who trust the Lord Jesus.   
 

Christ has finished the work.  Grace only demands faith on the part of the sinner who seeks 
salvation.  Ephesians 2:8,9 – 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
. 
 

VI. __________________________ through Grace 
Grace brings many wonderful results to the sinner.  Three of the greatest of these results are the 
following: 

(a) Salvation. Titus 2:11-13 – 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to 
all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and 
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.  This means that a Christian 
has eternal life. 

(b) Justification. Romans 3:24-26 – 24 being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, 
through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had 
passed over the sins that were previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present 
time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith 
in Jesus.  This means that God reckons a sinner who has believed on Christ as being 
blameless. 

(c) Standing before God. Romans 5:2 – 2 through whom also we have access by faith into 
this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. This means that a 
true believer can enter into God’s presence by prayer.  He is no longer separated from 
God by his sins. 
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Faith 
 
One does not study the Bible very long before becoming conscious of the importance of faith.  A 
sinner cannot be saved apart from faith.  Ephesians 2:8,9 – 8 For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone 
should boast.  Therefore, it is important that we should find out what this word means. 
 

I. __________________________ Is Faith? 
 
Faith is personal confidence.  We use the word in everyday conversation, as follows: “I have 
complete faith in my doctor”.  We mean that we trust him with our case.  So, in the Bible, faith is 
personal confidence in God.  It means that we believe what He says, and trust Him to save us and 
to keep us. 
 

II. __________________________ Does Faith Come from? 
 
As we look around us in the world, we realize that some men do not have faith in God, and thus 
they are not saved.  This leads us to inquire as to the source of faith.  In a very real sense, this 
faith is a gift of God.  John 3:27 – 27 John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing unless 
it has been given to him from heaven. God gives men the power to believe on Him. 
 
But how does a man receive faith?  The answer to this is found in Romans 10:17 - 17 ”So then 
faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God”.  Therefore, if a man does not have 
faith in God, he should read the Bible.  As he reads, he should pray somewhat as follows: “God, 
if this Book is Thy Word, if Jesus Christ is Thy Son, and if He died for me, then show me these 
things as I read the Bible”.  God has promised that any man who wishes to do His will come to a 
knowledge of the truth.  John 7:17 – 17 If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know concerning 
the doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I speak on My own authority. 
 

III. What is the True __________________________ of Faith? 
 
Faith must have an object. This object may either be a person, such as a relative, or a friend, or 
it may be an inanimate thing, such as an airplane, or an elevator. 
 
It is not enough to have faith.  Faith must be placed in a trustworthy object.  A man may have 
faith in his automobile to take him to a certain place, but if the automobile is badly in need of 
repairs, he will soon find that his faith has been misplaced. 
 
The Bible sets forth the Lord Jesus Christ as the true object of faith.  Acts 20:21 – 21 testifying to 
Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
important thing is not how much faith a man has, or what kind of faith he has, but whether his 
faith is in Christ.  If it is, then the man is saved. 
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A man may believe all that the Bible says about Christ and yet not have faith in Him.  You may 
believe that a certain train will leave the railroad station at 11 AM and that it will arrive at a 
distant city at 5 PM.  You may believe all the facts about the train; yet you do not really believe 
in the train, until you get on board, and trust the train to take you to your destination. 
 
So you may believe that Christ was born in Bethlehem, that He died on Calvary, that He rose again 
and ascended into heaven.  But you have not really put your faith in Him until you trust Him to 
save you from your sins and take you to heaven. 
 

IV. Examples of Faith 
 

The Scriptures are filled with examples of faith.  The eleventh chapter of Hebrews has been called 
the “Honor Roll of Faith” because it lists some outstanding men and women who had faith. 
 
Two other instances might be cited.  The first is the faith of the centurion in Matthew 8:5-10 – 5 

Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with 
Him, 6 saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.” 
7 And Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.” 8 The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I 
am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant 
will be healed. 9 For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to 
this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ 
and he does it.” 10 When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who 
followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!  The 
centurion believed that Christ could heal his servant by merely saying the word. 
 
The other is the faith of the woman in Canaan, Matthew 15:22-28 – 22 And behold, a woman of 
Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son 
of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed.” 23 But He answered her not a word. 
And His disciples came and urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she cries out after us.” 
24 But He answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
25 Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, help me!” 26 But He answered and said, “It 
is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.” 27 And she said, “Yes, 
Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus 
answered and said to her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And 
her daughter was healed from that very hour.  She pleaded that the bread reserved for the 
chosen Jews should be given to her, a Gentile.  Her faith was humble and persistent. 
 

V. The Reward of Faith 
 

True faith never goes unrewarded.  No one has ever trusted God in vain.  Every seeking sinner 
who has repented of his sins and who has put his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ has been saved. 
 
The Savior said, “37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me 
I will by no means cast out”.  John 6:37. 
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Heaven and Hell 

 
MEN HAVE ALWAYS had a sincere interest in the future.  This interest has aroused questions such 
as the following:  Does death end all?  Where are the dead?  What can we know about heaven 
and hell?  First, we shall consider the question: 
 

I. What Happens to a Man at the Time of Death? 
 
At the outset, we need to remember that man is a tripartite being, that is, he is composed of 
three parts---body, soul, and spirit.  I Thessalonians 5:23 – 23 Now may the God of peace 
Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The first part is material being, the other two 
are non-material.  With a spirit, man is capable of God-consciousness; with a soul, he is capable 
of self-consciousness; with a body, he is capable of world-consciousness.  Only God’s Word can 
divide between the soul and the spirit.  Hebrews 4:12 – 12 For the word of God is living and 
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 
spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
 
Now, at the time of death, the soul and spirit leave the body.  The body is put into the grave.  In 
the case of believers, the body is described as sleeping (Acts 7:59, 60 – 59 And they stoned 
Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt 
down and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And when he 
had said this, he fell asleep; Acts 8:2 – 2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made 
great lamentation over him), while the unsaved person’s body is spoken of as dead.  The soul 
and spirit never sleep.  If the person who died was saved, the soul and the spirit go to a place of 
joy and happiness---heaven (II Corinthians 5:8 – 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to 
be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord; Philippians 1:21, 23 – 21 For to me, to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain. 23 For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to 
depart and be with Christ, which is far better). If the person was unsaved, the spirit and soul go 
to a place of sorrow and punishment—hades.  In (Luke 16:19-31 - 19 “There was a certain rich 
man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. 20 But there 
was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be 
fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, the dogs came and licked 
his sores. 22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. 
The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes 
and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember 
that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now 
he is comforted and you are tormented. 26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a 
great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from 
there pass to us.’ 
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27 “Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s 
house, 28 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place 
of torment.’ 29 Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear 
them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.’ 31 But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded though one rise from the dead’), our Lord clearly teaches that those who have died 
are conscious.  Be sure to read this important passage. 
 

II. What Do We Know About Hell? 
 

As we have already noted, the spirit and soul of an unbeliever wing their flight to hades at the 
time of death.  Hades is a place of conscious punishment (Luke 16:23-25 - 23 And being in 
torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
24 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may 
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ 25 But 
Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise 
Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented); the Revised Version 
correctly uses “hades” for “hell” in v. 23.  The soul in hades is spoken of as a person, having eyes, 
tongue, ears, fingers and memory.  There is full knowledge of the conditions there. 

 
The Bible speaks about another place of torment in addition to hades.  That other place is hell—
the Lake of Fire.  At the Judgment of the Great White Throne, which will be discussed in the next 
chapter, the souls in hades will be united with the bodies which are to be raised from the graves.  
Christ will then pronounce the final sentence of judgment upon the wicked dead, and they will 
be cast into the Lake of Fire, the eternal abode of the lost (Rev. 20:11-15 - 11 Then I saw a great 
white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And 
there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before 
God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the 
dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the 
books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead 
who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and 
Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written 
in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.).  Hades may thus be likened to the local jail 
where the prisoner temporarily awaits his sentence.  The Lake of Fire may be likened to a prison 
to which are committed those under sentence for the duration of their earthly existence.  In 
describing hell, our Lord speaks about the undying worm and the unquenchable fire (Mark 9:43-
48 - 43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed, 
rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched— 44 

where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’ 45 And if your foot causes you to 
sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame, rather than having two feet, to be cast into 
hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched— 46 where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire 
is not quenched.’ 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter 
the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell 
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fire— 48 where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched).  It is a place of conscious 
punishment. 

 
Is punishment for sin eternal? In the book of Revelation, the phrase “forever and ever” is used to 
describe the misery of the lost.  Revelation 14:11 – 11 And the smoke of their torment ascends 
forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and 
whoever receives the mark of his name.” 
 
Can a God of love allow men to go to hell? (1) God does not want men to perish.  He provided for 
man’s salvation through the work of His Son on Calvary’s Cross.  Romans 5:6,8 -6 For when we 
were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous 
man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  If 
men reject the Savior, they go to hell by their own choice. (2) God is a God of love, I John 4:8 – 8 

He who does not love does not know God, for God is love, but He is also holy, I Peter 1:16 – 16 

because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”.  He must punish sin.  (3) Men do not hesitate to 
put sick people in hospitals, criminals in jail, or corpses in the cemetery.  This does not indicate a 
lack of love on their part. 

 
What about the heathen who has never heard the Gospel?  Like the rest of mankind, heathens 
are lost sinners, and only Christ can save them.  They can tell that there is a God through the 
works of creation, Romans 1:20 – 20 For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His 
eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, and Psalm 19:1 – 1 The heavens 
declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork.; and through their own 
consciences, Romans 2:15 – 15 who show the work of the law written in their hearts, 
their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else 
excusing them.  If they live up to the light which they have, God will give them more light.  (See 
Cornelius, Acts 10 and 11 – Acts Chapter 10 – 1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called 
Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian Regiment, 2 a devout man and one 
who feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed 
to God always. 3 About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God 
coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius!” 4 And when he observed him, he was afraid, and said, 
“What is it, lord?” So he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial 
before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa, and send for Simon whose surname is Peter. 6 He is 
lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea. He will tell you what you must 
do.” 7 And when the angel who spoke to him had departed, Cornelius called two of his 
household servants and a devout soldier from among those who waited on him continually. 8 So 
when he had explained all these things to them, he sent them to Joppa. 9 The next day, as they 
went on their journey and drew near the city, Peter went up on the housetop to pray, about the 
sixth hour. 10 Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but while they made ready, he 
fell into a trance 11 and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at the four 
corners, descending to him and let down to the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of four-footed 
animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air. 13 And a voice came to 
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him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything 
common or unclean.” 15 And a voice spoke to him again the second time, “What God has 
cleansed you must not call common.” 16 This was done three times. And the object was taken 
up into heaven again.  17Now while Peter wondered within himself what this vision which he 
had seen meant, behold, the men who had been sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for 
Simon’s house, and stood before the gate. 18 And they called and asked whether Simon, whose 
surname was Peter, was lodging there. 
19 While Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are seeking 
you. 20 Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent them.” 
21 Then Peter went down to the men who had been sent to him from Cornelius, and said, “Yes, 
I am he whom you seek. For what reason have you come?” 22 And they said, 
“Cornelius the centurion, a just man, one who fears God and has a good reputation among all 
the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy angel to summon you to his house, and 
to hear words from you.” 23 Then he invited them in and lodged them. On the next day Peter 
went away with them, and some brethren from Joppa accompanied him.  24And the following 
day they entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them, and had called together his 
relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at his 
feet and worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I myself am also a 
man.” 27 And as he talked with him, he went in and found many who had come together. 28 Then 
he said to them, “You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to 
one of another nation. But God has shown me that I should not call any man common or 
unclean. 29 Therefore I came without objection as soon as I was sent for. I ask, then, for what 
reason have you sent for me?” 30 So Cornelius said, “Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; 
and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright 
clothing, 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your alms are remembered in 
the sight of God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and call Simon here, whose surname is Peter. He is 
lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. When he comes, he will speak to you.’ 33 So 
I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come. Now therefore, we are all present 
before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God.” 
34Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows no 
partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by 
Him. 36 The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus 
Christ—He is Lord of all— 37 that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, 
and began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: 38 how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 39 And we are witnesses of all things which 
He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a 
tree. 40 Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, 41 not to all the people, but 
to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from 
the dead. 42 And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was 
ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 43 To Him all the prophets witness that, 
through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”. 44While Peter was 
still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. 45 And those 
of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the 
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gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they heard them speak 
with tongues and magnify God. Then Peter answered, 47 “Can anyone forbid water, that these 
should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he 
commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few 
days.  Acts Chapter 11 - 1 Now the apostles and brethren who were in Judea heard that the 
Gentiles had also received the word of God. 2 And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those of 
the circumcision contended with him, 3 saying, “You went in to uncircumcised men and ate with 
them!” 4 But Peter explained it to them in order from the beginning, saying: 5 “I was in the city 
of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, an object descending like a great sheet, let 
down from heaven by four corners; and it came to me. 6 When I observed it intently and 
considered, I saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of 
the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘Not so, Lord! 
For nothing common or unclean has at any time entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice answered 
me again from heaven, ‘What God has cleansed you must not call common.’ 10 Now this was 
done three times, and all were drawn up again into heaven. 11 At that very moment, three men 
stood before the house where I was, having been sent to me from Caesarea. 12 Then the Spirit 
told me to go with them, doubting nothing. Moreover, these six brethren accompanied me, and 
we entered the man’s house. 13 And he told us how he had seen an angel standing in his house, 
who said to him, ‘Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon whose surname is Peter, 14 who will 
tell you words by which you and all your household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, 
the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered the word of 
the Lord, how He said, ‘John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit.’ 17 If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?” 18 When they heard these things they 
became silent; and they glorified God, saying, “Then God has also granted to the Gentiles 
repentance to life.” 
19 Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far 
as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but the Jews only. 20 But some 
of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to the 
Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great 
number believed and turned to the Lord. 22 Then news of these things came to the ears of the 
church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. 23 When he came and 
had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged them all that with purpose of heart 
they should continue with the Lord. 24 For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. 
And a great many people were added to the Lord. 25 Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek 
Saul. 26 And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year 
they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first 
called Christians in Antioch. 27 And in these days prophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 
Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there was going to 
be a great famine throughout all the world, which also happened in the days of Claudius Caesar. 
29 Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren 
dwelling in Judea. 30 This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and 
Saul. 
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III. What Do We Know About Heaven? 
 
The Scriptures clearly teach that there is a place of bliss for all who know and love our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Heaven is a place.  The word is used in the Bible in three different ways.  First of all, the 
region of the clouds is called heaven.  Genesis 1:8 – 8 And God called the firmament Heaven. So 
the evening and the morning were the second day. Then the area where the stars are located is 
known as heaven.  Genesis 1:17 – 17 God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light 
on the earth. Finally, the word is used to describe God’s dwelling place.  Paul calls this the “third 
heaven” and “Paradise”.  II Corinthians 12:2-4 - 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years 
ago—whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God 
knows—such a one was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I know such a man—whether in 
the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— 4 how he was caught up into Paradise 
and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.  Heaven is always 
mentioned as being “up”.  Satan said, in Isaiah 14:13-14 - 13 For you have said in your heart: ‘I 
will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount 
of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; 14 I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds, I will be like the Most High.’ I will ascend into heaven”. 
 
We know that our Lord is in heaven today.  After He was raised from the dead, He ascended in a 
body of flesh and bones.  He carried glorified humanity into heaven.  Luke 24:38,39 - 38 And He 
said to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Behold My 
hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and 
bones as you see I have.  Luke 24:51 - 51Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He 
was parted from them and carried up into heaven. I Peter 3:22 - 22 who has gone into heaven 
and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject 
to Him. Hebrews 1:3 - 3Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his 
person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high. 
 
There is a great host of believers in heaven, for when the true Christians dies, he is “absent from 
the body—present with the Lord”.  II Corinthians 5:8 - 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased 
rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. These believers are enjoying 
the presence of Christ “which is very far better”. Philippians 1:23 - 23For I am hard-pressed 
between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 
 
What is heaven like?  The writers of the Scriptures could not find language that would describe 
it.  In Revelations 21:10-27 – 10And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high 
mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from 
God, 11 having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, 
clear as crystal. 12 Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at 
the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children 
of Israel: 13 three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and 
three gates on the west. 14 Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were 
the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 And he who talked with me had a gold reed to 
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measure the city, its gates, and its wall. 16 The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great 
as its breadth. And he measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, 
breadth, and height are equal. 17 Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four 
cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. 18 The construction of its wall 
was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of the 
city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second 
sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the 
seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh 
jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate 
was of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 22But I saw no 
temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city had no need of 
the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its 
light. 24 And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth 
bring their glory and honor into it. 25 Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no 
night there). 26 And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it. 27 But there 
shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only 
those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life John describes foundations, wall, gates, and 
street of heavenly city.  Our hearts are attracted by its beauty.  We know that there will be no 
sickness, sorrow, tears, pain or death in that fair place.  Revelations 21:4 - 4 And God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There 
shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” But best of all, the Lord Jesus 
Christ will be there, and He will be the supreme delight of every believer’s heart. 
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Future Events 
 
EVERY BIBLE student is thrilled to be able to read about events that are still future.  Only in the 
Bible is the future unfolded.  In this lesson, we shall consider some of these events in the order 
in which they will happen. 
 

I. Christ’s __________________________ for His Saints 
I Thessalonians 4:13-18- 13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those 
who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15 For this 
we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of 
the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And 
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the 
Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 
 
The next event to occur is the coming of Christ to take His people home to heaven.  This is known 
as the Rapture.  Christ will descend from heaven.  The bodies of believers who have died will be 
raised.  Living believers will be caught up together with them to meet the Lord in the air. 
 
Note the following facts about the coming of Christ: 
 

1. It may happen at __________________________ moment.  Revelation 22:7 - 7 “Behold, 
I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”  

2. Only those who are truly __________________________ will participate. I Corinthians 
15:23 - 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are 
Christ’s at His coming. 

3. It takes place__________________________ — “in the twinkling of an eye”.  I Corinthian 
15:52 - 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

 
Not all believers will die but all will be changed.  I Corinthians 15:51 - 51 Behold, I tell you a 
mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed——. They shall be like Christ.  I John 
3:2 - 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, 
but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 
Romans 8:16-25 - 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer 
with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in 
us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of 
God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who 
subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  
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22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until 
now. 23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For we 
were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what 
he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.  
 
The __________________________ 
Matthew 24:5-31 - 5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive 
many. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for 
all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in 
various places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 9 “Then they will deliver you up to 
tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 10 And then 
many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 11 Then many false 
prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of 
many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will 
come.  15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand), 16 “then let those who 
are in Judea flee to the mountains.17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take 
anything out of his house. 18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his 
clothes. 19 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those 
days! 20 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will 
be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, 
nor ever shall be. 22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the 
elect’s sake those days will be shortened. 23 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the 
Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show 
great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you 
beforehand. 26 “Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go 
out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes from the 
east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 28 For wherever the 
carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together. 29 “Immediately after the tribulation of 
those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of 
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other.  
 
After the Rapture, the earth will experience a period of great suffering and sorrow known as the 
Tribulation.  During this period, the Jewish people will return to the land of Palestine in unbelief.  
A great evil ruler will arise known as Antichrist (meaning against-Christ).  He will demand worship 
from the people.  It will be a time of such great suffering that unless the days were shortened, 
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no life would survive.  However, God will preserve those Jewish people who have been faithful 
to Him. 

II. Christ’s Coming to __________________________ 
Malachi 4:1-3 – 1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, and all the proud, yes, all 
who do wickedly will be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up,” Says 
the Lord of hosts, “That will leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But to you who fear My name 
The Sun of Righteousness shall arise With healing in His wings; And you shall go out 
And grow fat like stall-fed calves. 3 You shall trample the wicked, for they shall be ashes under 
the soles of your feet On the day that I do this,” Says the Lord of hosts. 
 
Toward the end of the Tribulation period, the Lord Jesus Christ will come back to the earth in 
great power and glory.  He will destroy His enemies, including Antichrist, and judge those nations 
which persecuted faithful Jews.  Satan will be bound in the bottomless pit for 1000 years. 
 

III. The __________________________ 
Isaiah 32:1 – 1 Behold, a king will reign in righteousness, and princes will rule with justice; Isaiah 
35:1-7 – 1 The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them, And the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom as the rose; 2 It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice, even with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, The excellence of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, The excellency of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands, 
And make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are fearful-hearted, “Be strong, do not fear! 
Behold, your God will come with vengeance, With the recompense of God; He will come 
and save you.” 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, And the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped. 6 Then the lame shall leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb sing. For waters 
shall burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert. 7 The parched ground shall 
become a pool, And the thirsty land springs of water; In the habitation of jackals, where each 
lay, there shall be grass with reeds and rushes. 
 Isaiah 65:17-25 – 17 “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former shall 
not be remembered or come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; 
For behold, I create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, And her people a joy.  19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
and joy in My people; The voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, Nor the voice of 
crying. 20 “No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, nor an old man who has not 
fulfilled his days; For the child shall die one hundred years old, But the sinner being one hundred 
years old shall be accursed. 21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; They shall plant 
vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 They shall not build and another inhabit; They shall not plant 
and another eat; For as the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, And My elect shall 
long enjoy the work of their hands. 23 They shall not labor in vain, nor bring forth children for 
trouble; For they shall be the descendants of the blessed of the Lord, And their offspring with 
them. 24 “It shall come to pass That before they call, I will answer; And while they are still 
speaking, I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox, and dust shall be the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy 
mountain,” Says the Lord. 
. 
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When His work of judgment has been completed, Christ will set up His kingdom on the earth.  
Jerusalem will be His capital.  He will reign upon the earth for a thousand years.  This period is 
known as the millennium.  It will be an era of peace and happiness.  We read that nature will be 
entirely different, for the lion will lie down with lamb.  The desert will blossom like the rose.  Men 
will live to very old ages.  It will be a time of great prosperity.  There will be no wars.  Although 
sin will not be entirely absent, it will be punished immediately whenever it occurs. 
 

IV. The __________________________ of the Great White Throne 
Revelation 20:11-15 - 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw 
the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book 
was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by 
the things which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and 
Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one 
according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. 

 
At the end of Christ’s 1000-year reign, the Judgment of the Great White Throne will take place.  
This is the judgment of the wicked dead. No saved person will be involved.  The graves will give 
up the bodies of unbelievers, and hades or hell will give up their souls.  They will then stand 
before Christ to be judged.  Because their names are not found in the Lamb’s book of life, they 
will be found guilty and sentenced to the Lake of Fire to suffer conscious and eternal punishment. 
 

V. __________________________ 
Revelation 21:1-8 – 1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with 
them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no 
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have 
passed away.” 5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He 
said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water 
of life freely to him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God 
and he shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire 
and brimstone, which is the second death.” 
 
The final picture of the future is the eternal state.  The earth as we know it will have been 
destroyed by fire.  Time, as we know it, will have ceased.  All true believers will be enjoying 
endless happiness in heaven. All who have rejected the Savior will be suffering in the blackness 
of darkness forever.  The question that faces each one of us as we draw to the end of these Bible 
studies is this, “Where will I spend eternity?” 
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